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| had to think about something clean and decent or go crazy, so |
thought about the canyons. | thought about the desert down along the
Gulf coast. | thought about the mountains, from Flagstaff up to the
Wind Rivers.

- Edward Abbey, quote by Hayduke, The Monkey Wrench Gang
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Dear Reader.

When | began writing to incarcerated environmental and animal rights activists in
2006, | asked them: “Where are the places you travel to inside your minds eye,
the sacred places that you visualize that help to keep you sane? | offered to be
their eyes. | asked them to tell me how to find their actual places, the time of day
to visit. “I'll go there to make a picture for you,” | wrote. “And I'll describe the
place to you.”

This was the beginning of a long collaborative project that has taken me from the
Pacific Northwest to the Arizona desert, from the South Dakota Badlands to the
Atlantic Ocean. As a photographer, | sometimes secretly yearn to be liberated
from everything | know about the history of art and photography. | want to be
reckless and make beautiful photographs that celebrate nature. Instead | work
toward resuscitating a clichéd genre -- nature photography - while
acknowledging that nature and politics will always be inextricably bound together.

In 2001 the Federal Bureau of Investigations targeted the Earth Liberation Front
(ELF) and the Animal Liberation Front (ALF) as the number one domestic
terrorist threat in the United States. Before that time, the US government had no
credible evidence to seek indictments for unsolved environmentally motivated
crimes, mainly arsons that happened across the American West from 1996-2001.
During these actions, no one was ever harmed because every precaution was
used to protect the lives of others, a signature of ELF and ALF. The people
responsible for these actions eluded federal agents for years, but after 9/11 the
FBI's budget was abundant with resources and the Joint Terrorism Task Force’'s
power was emboldened by the United States Patriot Act.

Operation Backfire, one of the largest investigations of environmental and animal
liberation activists in American history, began on December 7, 2005: A single
informant entered into a secret plea agreement with FBI and cracked open the
case —18 people were indicted and dozens of suspected activists were
subpoenaed to testify before grand juries in Eugene, Oregon. Grand juries have
the power to subpoena witnesses into testifying without a lawyer present in order
to gather evidence against a suspect. One activist was detained for six months
for refusing to testify.

The defendants were charged with conspiracy, arson and use of destructive
devices. By filing destructive device and conspiracy charges and employing the
Domestic Terrorism Enhancement Act, the Federal government was able to
threaten the indicted environmentalists with multiple life sentences. Under
pressure from prosecutors, the activists accepted plea bargains in exchange for
leniency.



Of the eighteen defendants who were indicted, nine accepted the prosecution’s
plea agreements and co-operated, four negotiated non co-operation plea deals,
four became fugitives, one was arrested in 2011 following his expulsion from
China. The one remaining, Bill Rodgers an environmental and social justice
activist was arrested and took his own life while in custody prior to his
arraignment.

In his suicide note, Rodgers wrote: -

“Certain human cultures have been waging war against the Earth for millennia. |
chose to fight on the side of bears, mountain lions, skunks, bats, saguaros, cliff
rose and all things wild. | am just the most recent casualty in that war. But tonight
| have made a jail break -- | am returning home, to the Earth, to the place of my

origins.”
Bill, 12/21/05 (the winter solstice)

The ‘Green Scare’ is what the activists call the current situation. It’s the ‘Red
Scare’ of our generation. Whether or not you agree with their values or tactics,
the Green Scare raises critical questions about the powerful influence
governmental and corporate control has over our lives, the wild and the future of
the planet.

The news about the Green Scare hit me deeply. | understood the reasons why
the activists did what they did but it wasn't enough for me to read about it in the
media. | began going to Eugene, Oregon in the fall ‘06 to witness the court
hearings. | met with the defendant’s spouses, friends, co-workers, families and
the local people who supported them. Through these relationships | felt a close
kinship to the prosecuted activists and | wanted to do something in their defense.

These seven individuals were caught in the Green Scare. Their stories, the
letters from our correspondence and the photographs | made comprise this
project.

Daniel McGowan and Jonathan Paul are two of the four defendants who took
non-cooperation deals stemming from the ‘Operation Backfire’ investigation.

Jonathan Paul was recently released after serving four years in federal prison for
his role in the 1997 arson of Cavel West, a horse slaughterhouse. In Redmond,
Oregon. The Bureau of Land Management captured wild horses and sold them to
Cavel West where they were slaughtered and sold as meat for human
consumption in Japan and Belgium. For ten years the Redmond community

campaigned through letter writing and demonstration, trying to close down Cavel
West. The killings were brutally slow and agonizing; blood from the
slaughterhouse clogged the local water system. Paul’s action destroyed Cavel
West and shut it down permanently. He states that his action was not politically
motivated; he simply wanted to save the wild horses.

In a 2009 letter, Jonathan Paul wrote -

“Yes, some of the things | have participated in have been considered extreme,
but I was only acting in response to an extreme situation. | acted in defense of
those who had no voice, and in order to do so I had to go above the laws that our
society has made in order to protect those who destroy the planet for profit.
Although I would never advocate others to do the same. | do know for me | do
take pleasure knowing there have been and are animals living free of exploitation
and suffering because of choices | have made.”

Daniel McGowan was sentenced to seven years for his 2001 involvement in two
direct actions; Superior Lumber and Jefferson Poplar. McGowan is still serving
time in a highly restrictive terrorists prison unit ambiguously called a
‘Communication Management Unit' (CMU). An experimental penal program
housed within two maximum-security prisons, these units specialize in isolation
depravation and restrict a prisoner’s connection to family and outside
communities. The majority of the CMU prison population is of Muslim descent.

When McGowan and | began our correspondence, he was housed among the
general prison population. Now, McGowan'’s letters give a rare personal glimpse
into a secretive world that very few people know exists. His good-natured spirit
remains resilient in spite of the punitive restrictions imposed on CMU inmates:
McGowan stated, “Visiting is limited to one 4-hour, non-contact (through glass)
visit a month that is recorded and live monitored by staff. Again, to compare, |
had 56 potential hours a month of contact visiting! Yikes, it was incredibly painful
to see Jenny through glass- to not be able to hug her or smell her perfume and
hair. Sigh.” He signs off in his letter, “Love from lil Guantanamo”.

Prior to ‘Operation Backfire’, | was aware of Jeffrey Luers, a nineteen-year old
environmentalist from Downey, California and an activist since 1996,

As Luers explained in the 2006 documentary, ‘The Jeffrey Luers Story':

‘I have given my entire adult life to activism. I've never really known anything
else. | dropped out of college to devote 40 + hours a week working for the Sierra
Club. I left the Sierra Club to get involved in grassroots activism. | found myself
moving to Eugene, Oregon following a path I believed would lead me to my



destiny. | became invoived in civil disobedience and militant activism, ultimately
living in an old-growth tree (Happy) to protect the ancient forest. It was in that
tree that | decided to dedicate my life to revolution.”

In the Willamette National Forest, Luers established the ‘Fall Creek’ tree sit
campaign in March '98. The forest defenders successfully saved 96 acres of old
growth forest from a local timber company. 95% of the old growth forest in the

Pacific North West has been destroyed, leaving only 5% of standing native forest.

During the summer of 2000, Luers and Craig Marshall set fire to three light trucks
at a car dealership in Eugene, Oregon. It was a drastic action, intended to create
a media spectacle and inspired by their desire to raise awareness about the real
dangers of greenhouse carbon emissions: the massive United States car fleet is
the world’s second largest producer of greenhouse carbon emissions, causing
climate change and mass extinctions.

Luers and Marshall, already under surveillance by a joint counter terrorist unit,
were immediately arrested. Marshall took a plea deal and served five years.
Luers went to trial. Convicted of first degree arson, attempted first degree arson
and manufacturing an explosive device, he was sentenced to 22 years and 8
months. This is the longest sentence ever handed down in an environmental
economic sabotage case. At the car dealership, the property destruction was
estimated at twenty eight thousand dollars; and two of the three trucks were later
repaired and sold.

After serving 10 years in a maximum-security prison, Luers won his appeal and
was released in December '09.

In a statement to the court during his trial, Luers said:

‘I want to make clear why | set fire at Romania Chevrolet. I'm not going to offer
excuses. | want this opportunity to explain my actions so that they are not
misunderstood or misinterpreted.

I didn't do this for anarchy or because I'm anti-government. And | didn't do this
because | enjoy property destruction. | don'.

1 did this because I'm frustrated that we are doing irreversible damage to our
planet — our home. It is not an exaggeration to say that right now we are
experiencing a period of extinction equal to that of the dinosaurs. Forty thousand
species are going extinct each year. Yet we continue to pollute and exploit the
natural world.
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I'm not going to justify my actions. | can’t do that anymore than one can justify
the destruction of the environment for profit. They are both wrong.

| take responsibility for what I've done. You can judge my actions, but you can't
judge my heart. It cannot be said that I'm unfeeling and uncaring. My heart is
filled with love and compassion. | fight to protect life, not take it"

Jake Conroy was sentenced to four years for a controversial case involving six
animal rights activists convicted of conspiracy under the Animal Enterprise
Terrorism Act (AETA). Running an above ground website, ‘Stop Huntington
Animal Cruelty’, SHAC established a effective world wide campaign that
advocated for the closure of Huntington Life Sciences (HLS), an animal testing
lab that kills between 71,000 and 180,000 animals annually as part of the animal
testing industry. Since 1981, animal rights campaigners, journalists and members
of the public infiltrated HSL exposing repeated animal welfare violations.

SHAC reported on protests against HLS and the companies, suppliers, and
affiliates who supported them. The website also ran an awareness campaign,
informing the public about the lab and encouraging a boycott of companies doing
business with them. Ultimately, HLS shares plunged and the company was
dropped from the New York Stock Exchange. The pharmaceutical industry,
however, lobbied AETA legislation and protects businesses profiting from the
exploitation of animals. The AETA criminalizes animal rights activists for non-
violent civil disobedience protest and First Amendment rights. It silences dissent.

Rodney Coronado is a longtime environmental and animal rights activist. In 1985,
when he was just 19, he joined the crew of Sea Shepherd. Throughout the 90’s,
Coronado participated in radical direct actions with ALF and ELF. In 1995 he was
convicted of arson. Coronado served five years in Federal prison for an action at
Michigan State University’s fur research facility, destroying years of data that
benefitted the fur industry.

| began corresponding with Coronado in 2006 while he was serving an eight-
month prison sentence for interfering with the United States Forest Service’s
mountain lion hunt in Sabino Canyon, Tucson, Arizona.

Soon after his release in 2007, Coronado was prosecuted under the newly
legislated laws of domestic Federal terrorism: in a 2003 lecture, he had
demonstrated the use of an incendiary device. During the question and answer
part of his talk, an audience member asked him how he made the incendiary
device for the MSU action Coronado gave a very brief answer that was recorded
by undercover Federal task force agents who were in the audience.

il



The Federal government spent years organizing the case against Coronado.
Although the trial ended with a hung jury in his favor, the prosecution had tapes
of all his previous speeches. Prosecution threatened to build a Federal case
around each lecture; conviction could result in a sentence of 20 years to life.
Coronado, a family man with a wife and two children, accepted the plea
agreement before his second trail. He served another year in prison and was
released with probation restrictions that exceeded average conditions. He was
released in December 2008 but was convicted again, serving four months in
August 2010 for violating his parole because he accepted a friend request on
Facebook from an environmental activist, Mike Roselle.

Marie Mason was sentenced to twenty-two years in February, 2009 for the 1999
arson of a genetic engineering researcher’s office at Michigan State University. It
was an action that took place at night while the building was empty. At Michigan
State, Monsanto and United States Agency International Development were
funding controversial engineering: a radical new kind of seed developed with an
inability to generate future seeds, the engineered seed could force poor farmers
into endlessly purchasing new seeds. Mason was convicted of arson and
destroying logging equipment. She is now serving the longest conviction of the
Green Scare defendants.

In her 2009 sentencing statement to the court, Mason said:

‘I want to explain that the more | learned of the consequences of deforestation
and genetic engineering, the more desperate | felt. Genetic engineering research
is often conducted in open air situations that release contaminated pollen into the
environment with devastating effects, as is the case in terminator seed plants,
and communities should have the right to choose or refuse such risks that come
with GMOs. What | was more aware of in my research and in my dealings with
indigenous activist work around the globe is that the use of GMOs forced on
communities by collusion between banks, companies and governments was
causing starvation and death and environmental damage through contact with
GMOs. And [ felt so much grief for this needless suffering and these needless
deaths, mostly of the infirmed and very young.

The threat posed to all of us by global warming, for which the world’s forest act
as a buffer against, is direct and dramatic. The increase in catastrophic storms
that caused so much death and destruction in New Orleans and in many parts of
Asia are attributable directly to the erratic warming of the planet. Forest
sequester carbon and cool the planet, and as we loose them, we lose the time
we need to find new and more sustainable ways of fulfilling our energy needs
before global climate crisis is unavoidable”.
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In a 1997 campaign to close down five fur farms in the Midwest, Peter Young
spent two weeks releasing between 8,000 and 12,000 mink into their native
habitat. He was indicted in accordance with the Animal Enterprise Terrorism Act,
and charged with unlawful interference with interstate commerce. After living as a
fugitive for seven years, he was arrested in 2005 and took a plea agreement.
Young was sentenced and served two years in prison. Peter Young's activism
continues through lecturing and his website www.animalliberationfrontline.com
that reports on animal rights issues.

Environmental degradation continues unabated: forests recede, species go
extinct, icecaps melt, and the sea level continues to rise.

| have redacted several passages because they were off the record or | want to
protect the privacy of others.

Sincerely,

Kell
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A transcription of Rodney Coronado’s Introduction begins on page 160.
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Dear XXXXXXX October 19, 2006

| have been following the situation regarding your incarceration and feel outraged
and haunted by the insanity of a perverted justice system gone horribly wrong. |
am completely inspired by your character and strength and want to introduce
myself to you. | am an artist from Los Angeles.

| make work about the environment. My direct actions are through art. | believe in
Angela Davis’s quote, "Progressive art can assist people to learn not only about
the objective forces at work in the society in which they live but, also about the
intensely social character of their interior lives. Ultimately, it can propel people
toward social emancipation”. | want to believe in Davis’s words, because it gives
me hope.

My work looks at the interconnectedness of natural and cultural history. I've been
working in the field with wildlife biologists and ornithologists making an epic
photographic project about the birds of North America. This project was inspired
primarily as a critique about the depoliticized representation of wildness.

When | need to calm my mind | close my eyes and think about the Painted

Desert and the Badlands. The fantasy is a variation about wide-open spaces
interrupted by buttes and mesas, changing constantly in the light. I like to loose
myself watching the hawks and ravens circling overhead, seamlessly drifting on a
thermal. The silence and vastness always soothes me and makes me feel like
things are going to be okay.

Where are the wild places you travel to inside your mind’s eye? Where are the
sacred places that keep you sane? | could visit those places for you and make
pictures to send to you. Let me be your eyes. Tell me where to go and which
vantage point to photograph as well the time of day. I'll go there and make a
picture for you and describe the place to you.

This is an invitation for collaborative project, which has the promise to raise
awareness and support. It's also an opportunity for you to enter into a discourse
that extends beyond your day- to-day reality. I'm contacting other incarcerated
environmental activists with the same request. I'm hopeful that you’ll accept my
invitation.

In Solidarity,

Kelly Poe, P.O.B 363, Topanga, CA 90290
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I recieved all of the photos you sent, thanksll And cngradulations on finding
the places. I honestly hadn't thought it through enough to mrepare you for the
wea ther up on Mt. Graham and I'm very sorry for that. I'm actually surprised the
rolld was open as far upas itwas. Bt you definately found the place. Only in
the Sring, llummer and Fall, there's alot more color there. Nonetheless, the
fotos I found the best, were from Roll 0120, # 3 and 217, both of trees.

Those two I like on their own. Also, 317, 579 lind 572 1 think look great when
you line them up with eachother, as they are part of a panora ma. Did you
notice the tree with all the arrows in It? That's a tree we always see and notic
e how bowhunter s havwe made a sport out of ridlling it with arrows. Too bad, bec~
ause it spoils the view. Also pictures from Roll 0119 #1 and #2 and Roll 01204
#1 lined up to be a panorama look great too. For Sabino Ganyon, I 1ike |¥4, #18,
157 and roll 0118 #4.
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Jeffrey Luers, “Happy,” Fall Creek, Oregon, 2007
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Jake Conroy, Lake Ozette, Washington, 2007
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Kelly. 10.19.06

Thank you for getting in touch.I appreciated you letter

and your poster images very much. Powerful work.

I regret that my time today is short and this will be
a little less than the letter you were kind enough to <end, than the
letter I would like it to be. I want you to know I included your

artwork into my photo album where it now has a permanent home.

Peter Young #10269-11

Federal Correctional Institution IT
PO Box 5700 O MO 2006 P 2L
Adelanto CA 92301

I am interested in learning more about your project. as well

SAN DIEGD CA 921

as the responses from other prisoners. After weighing on your question
re: the places I travel to in my mind's eye to deal with the insane

world of prison, I have come to a couple of answers which I will share
with you.

There is nothing that quiets my mind more than the sun
Eglégxpgga setting over the Pacific. I have lived near the ocean most of my life,
Tananga CA 90290 first being born and largely raised in Silicon Vally and travelling to
the coast every weekend. llater living in Seattle, from the ages of 9 to
21. And on to my last moments in the free world - I was on the beach at
1pm and in a San Jose jail cell at 8. Dusk on the beach, any beach.

s e 8 PO 5 P OO OO 9 | Y P T N A If I had to choose, I would choose the northern Oregon coast or the

beaches south of Santa Barbara.
L S )
Next, I think of the Badlands in the rain. You mentioned
the Badlands, but that in no way influenced this selection. The Badlands

in the rain is a profound experience.

Devils Tower National Park in Wyoming is also among my
favorite places anyw&here. There is a creek that runs through a grassy
field at its base (unsure which direction), and it is one of my favorite
places anywhere.

llastly, Montana's Bitteroot Mountains. Anytime.

Unfortunately this library is closing and I am forced to end
here. Please let me knowi if you would

70 71



like more detail and T will respond.

Must go now. Please be in touch and keep me informed on the
project's progress. My address is on the envelope. b

For liberation,

Peter Young

Peter Young, Devil's Tower, Wyoming, 2007

72 73



For the
animals and
the earth,
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May 13th, 2008

Dear Kelly,

Sorry I did not respond sconer after your last letter. I have been backed up
with returns but since summer is coming up I wanted to check in with you in case
you are still doing your photo project. The map you sent me was correct. It seems
Oregon got a 50 year winter so to make up to Twin Lakes youmay want wait until
mid June to maké sure the snow is all gone. It should be beautiful up there and it
is one of my fmvorite places in the world to go to. I think it is becayse when 1

there and
are a
great
swin.

there write
me and share
your experlenca
with me. /
Keep in touchg

For the
animals and

80

Jonathan Paul, Twin Lakes, Oregon, 2008
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T s B3
f Evidence of rehabllitation must be considered, including certificates of good conduct and D = 3
U ‘.‘)'
\f’ — T\ certificates of relief from disabilities. If denied employment or licensure based upon a conviction, =R
~— = [ =

& :\‘ E the applicant is entitled to a written statement of the reasons for denial, N.Y, Correct. Law §§ 750- e ‘:5 N

=~ L 54, o 2

3 > o ﬁn

- S oy

P S R

. : — {‘ 5. Does the state restrict people with criminal records from employment in the field of -\— = *u—f’?j
“+- > e 5 N T x =

= home heaith care? X L ==

an B o L- = f’—‘ T oam LE

=i o T No. = 3 - T =
- ¥ v IO : & K §a S
< = A\ - e . = ? e
C = = 6. After an individual has been convicted, does the state offer any mechanism to = 1= i = i
% == < ] -y - ! -
== ; = demonstrate that an individual has been rehabilitated? & 5 ‘j\\ S

RO D =
%" > = N ‘J; Certificates of relief from disabilities and cartificates of good conduct are offered and automatically -~ \S T ::—5 o
L9 = - 5~

2 . l ": lift occupational bars. Certificates of relief from disabilities are available to individuals with any v o+ = = §

AT = 4 ELTES : :
é = T)J :'Q‘ ~ number of misdemesgor convictions but no more than one felony conviction. Separate certificates S ::‘\ o < I I I I 11 I 33 WO R 5 U.S. Allies Use the “War on Terrorism”

> o - ; v : z . = -
= S S __c__ are necessary for each c \:fctlun. Temporary certificates are available while on probation or E. ;}; L s to Smother Dissent

.._'_‘f_ [ 2 7 o parole, and become permanant unless revoked. N.¥. Correct. Law §§ 700-03. Following waiting A S, Un
< < =t L ) N\ . ) Pl By Joanye Mariner
¥ r 4 __\;‘ . __ Pperiods that vary based upon severity of the offense, certificates of good conduct are available to X =) ?
- ey =
= N & € individuals with any number of misdemeanor convictions and two or more felony convictions. One &= T~ 2
S— - e '._ -

h‘\ <= 3 2 certificate will cover all COI‘IViCtiOI"IS.I'N.Y. Correct. Law §§ 700 and 703-b. a 3 distarbing treml is _afuur 1o the PASL W weapa apainsg :lu:lu'!:\w\:fl.'\l'r.lmll-l s, pﬂlu"c rl:ii:_'\l on stop-and-search pow- Muore thull‘SU BOveTHmENts ll'-lw.'_ prssed
=1 o = <& = — couple of months, in two countries,  prevent and punish wrrorism. In the wown  érs contained in a recent terrorism law  counterterrorism laws in the pase six years
-~y - — R — governments have relied on broadly of Suchitoto. El Salvador, during a mass  to contral a huge demonstranion against  — many of them poorly written, filled with
o O A W e ATl T: 2y g = worded terronsm laws 1o por down social - demonstranion: in early July agansta water plobal warming A government docoment open-ended  language and vulnerable 1o

e T Aok Lol ly = - protests decentralization plan, tourteen protesters  made public warned thar police would em-  misuse.
g 0 P P
__3 = g‘ X Political demanstrators in El Salvador  were arrested and charged with terrorism. ploy their counterterrorism powers to deal Since social prowst 15 almost always
S o = & 5 = = " = il Loadin have found polics deplosing Ar Londom’s Meashrow Aarpoit i A= “robustly” with any illegal pronests, Burthe  meant as a lorm ol political pressure — that
o = R 1. Are people with drug-felony convictions dated after 1996 eligible to receive TANF 4 S e ) pelice already have plenty of legal authority  is. a méans of compelling state authorities
= = 2 = = to arrest demonstrators who disrupt flight 1o change their policies — the purpase re-
S § = o _-:—? benefits and;faod stamps? = * L s schedules or damage property; their use of  quirement of such countertertorism laws
'_5!'" T"_ q_ 3 — Yes, New York completely opted out of the drud,felon ban. N.Y. Soc. Serv. Law § 95. ;3‘ “'5: 5 0 :l)lll:-;rll.‘ft(ll'lﬁlll legislation s sheer oppor- W:}I.:lhﬂ(l;[ :ll;;l}‘h be ||1ch. And so d:{c pc)sl;
=2 = e unism. STy, oI ar. rary ealorcement of suc
S < é:.ﬁf_ — i ~ \ Political protesters are not terrorists, as. laws 1s very real.
r- % - ¢ - - = - police and prosecutors well |§|I|nw. Yer it Governments appwrenty heed to b re-
J o =y seems that the broad authorities gramed  minded; political protesters are not terror-
g Z_Z: _é L = th under recent counterterrorism laws are  ists. Rock-throwers are not suicide arcack-
— P s " % i ¥ P A e AR B N too tempting o tesist. Why would stare  ers. People carrving placards are not people
I . i:: _.S o é 1. Does the Housing Authority consider arrests that did not lead to conviction in its _‘_E_“: RN e e officials respect normal commmal law rules  carrying bombs.
\d: v ey --\-_'; £ dinissibs citaria? = = N when they can instead employ laws thar of-
= — e f i s, few procedural safe-  Joanne Marmer 15 a human vights lauwryer
R = = Wi = 3 F e A A e Tassd o News York, viith Hicatan Righ
[~y :_ 3 d N 7 sing Author NY: A i . A ~ puUards an arsh penalness aIsedd o INett York ity Hueman 181k
N \: 3: -E No, the New York City-Housing Authority. (NYCHA) does not Sonsider arrests S= 3 = -~ Boch the Brirish and Salvadoran coun-  Warch. For more mformation about terror-
~ — -+ S = = =5 terterrorism laws are written in broad lan-  ism and countertervorism legislation, visit
i T = é = < uage that invites pohice and prosecutorial — bracarg. Tihs article was excerpted from
= - o= . I 4 Buag po P g 4
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BP-5629.052 VISITOR INFORMATION CLDFRM

MAR 2002
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF PRISONS
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Sandstone, MN 55072, '

(FORMS RETURNED TO THE INMATE WILL NOT HE ACCEPTED.)
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U.S. Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Prisons

Federal Correctional Institution Sandstone, Minnesota 55072

MEMORANDUM FOR: ALL CONCERNED

FROM: M. CASEY, COUNSELCR

SUBJECT: LODGING FOR VISITORS

THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS PROVIDED TO INMATES AND THEIR
FAMILY’S TO ASSIST THEM IN ARRANGING LODGING IN THE LOCAL
SURROUNDING AREA.

{hm¢§6l MOTEL 320-245-5419 SANDSTONE

SUPER 8 MQTEL 800-800-8000 BANNING JUNCTION

DAYS INN 800-325~2525 HINCKLEY

BEST WESTERN 800-798-6027 HINCKLEY

HOLIDAY INN 800-465-432¢9 HINCKLEY

GRAND CASINO 320-384-7101 HINCKLEY

( hotel,inn&RV park

TO TRAVEL TO FCI SANDSTONE, TAKE I-35 NCORTH TO SANDSTONE, DRIVE

TO DOWNTOWN SANDSTONE ON HIGHWAY 61, TAKE HIGHWAY 23 EAST OUT OF

SANDSTONE, TURN RIGHT ON TO PRISON ROAD AND FOLLOW THE SIGNS TO

THE INSTITUTION.

THERE IS NO TAXI SERVICE IN THE SANDSTONE AREA.
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Captain Paul Watson: Our record speaks for itself. In 30 years of operations the Sea Shepherd
Conservation Society has never caused a death or a single injury. We have never been convicted of a felony.

Yes we have sunk whaling ships, rammed whalers and drift netters, boarded poaching vessels and
destroyed equipment used for illegal exploitation of the oceans and we believe that these are valid tactics.

Martin Luther King once wrote that violence can not be committed against a non-sentient object.

His Holiness the Dalai Lama has given Sea Shepherd a letter of support in praise of our record of non-
violence.

In facl Greenpeace supporled Sea Shepherd aclions when we rammed and sank the pirate whaler Sierra
in 1979. The article about the Sierra ramming was written by me as the cover story on the Greenpeace Chronicles
in September 1979.

| was co-founder of Greenpeace International in October 1979 after this incident with the Sierra.

Greenpeace has worked with the group Earth First! and that group participates in ecotage i.e. the
destruction of logging and construction equipment.

So why does Greenpeace separate itself from Sea Shepherd?

The answer lies more in politics than tactics.

As a co-founder of Greenpeace, | along with most other of the original member have been marginalized
by the bureaucrats who now run Greenpeace. We are a threat to their leadership and especially a threat to their
revisionism.

The vision and the passion that helped create Greenpeace are not welcome today in Greenpeace the
corporation where the bottom line is to increase contribution revenues by presenting a wide appeal and taking
measures to not be overly radical or to offend possible donors.

The truth is that the Sea Shepherd Conservation Society is more non-violent than Greenpeace.
Greenpeace has suffered a few deaths and numerous injuries over the years due to not taking proper
precautions. No sea Shepherd crewmember has ever been injured.

But the most significant testament to Sea Shepherd's superior record of non-violence is the fact that Sea
Shepherd ships do not serve meat, fish, eggs or dairy products to the crew. The ships are vegan ships and not a
single animal suffered or is killed to feed the crew.

Greenpeace ships serve meat, dairy products, eggs and fish. Greenpeace posted a You Tube video of
Greenpeacers eating whale meat in Japan to demonstrate they are not opposed to whale as part of Japanese
cuisine.

So who is more non-violent [less violent? — af] ? Vegan Sea Shepherd crewmembers or steak and fish
eating Greenpeace crewmembers?

Question No. 3
Is Sea Shepherd willing to cooperate and work with Greenpeace?

Captain Paul Watson: The answer is yes. Sea Shepherd policy is to work in cooperation with anyone
willing to work with us. We believe that strength lies in diversity of tactics and strategies.

We once worked with Greenpeace and | have attempted to work with them for years but they consistently
refuse. It makes practical sense for the two groups working to stop illegal whaling in the Southern Oceans to work
together.

Last year when Sea Shepherd found the whaling fleet first we gave the coordinates to Greenpeace. This
year we also gave the coordinates to Greenpeace. This year we offered to share our helicopter with Greenpeace.
They refused and they refused to reciprocate by providing coordinates to us. It's been very frustrating.

Sea Shepherd works in partnership with the Galapagos National Park rangers andd the Cocos Island
National Park rangers. We work in partnership with the Ecuadorian National Police and with the Environmental
Protection Agency in the United States. We work with numerous non-governmental organizations.

And we would like to work cooperatively with Greenpeace. The fact that we do not is not our choice - the
decision was made by Greenpeace to refuse cooperation.

Question No. 4
The Japanese whalers accused Sea Shepherd of not returning their calls and intentionally prolonging the
holding of Sea Shepherd crewmembers as hostages so as to prolong the story. Is this true?

Captain Paul Watson: Our crew requested to leave as soon as they delivered the letter. This request is
included in the letter. The Japanese captain of the Yushiin Maru No. 2 made a huge public relations error when
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he decided to hold the two crew as hostages. They could have been released at any time. The decision was with
the Japanese whalers to do so.

There was not a single call from the Japanese government to the Sea Shepherd ship Steve Irwin during
the time the men were held hostage. The Sea Shepherd office in Friday Harbor did receive demands from the
Institute of Cetacean Research as conditions for releasing the crew. | did not respond to these demands because
issuing demands while holding hostages is extortion. We responded to the Australian government by saying that
the release must be unconditional.

Did Sea Shepherd take advantage of the situation to get publicity? Of course we did. This incident
brought the issue of illegal Japanese whaling to the attention of the world. That is an objective that is part of our
mission.

Question No. 5
Some journalists have asked why we do not accept that the Japanese whaling program is a legitimate
scientific research program?

We do not accept it as a legitimate scientific research program. First because it is not science and
secondly because it is not legal.

The Japanese Institute for Cetacean Research has not published a single peer reviewed scientific paper
concerning the so called "research" they are doing in the Southern Oceans.

If there is any research involved it is marketing and product development research.

The International Whaling Commission has condemned the program as bogus research.

Targeting endangered species in a whale sanctuary in violation of the International Whaling Commissiaon
(IWC) ban on commercial whaling is illegal under the Convention of Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) and
under the regulations of the IWC.

In addition the killing of whales is banned in the Australian Antarctic Territory by order of the Australian
courts. In response to critics who say that the Japanese whalers are just trying to make a living, | can only say
that elephant poachers, drug dealers and arms dealers are also just trying to make a living. Making a living is not
a justification for committing a crime. Science is not a justification for committing a crime.

Question No. 6
Sea Shepherd has been accused by the Japanese whalers and Greenpeace of being an eco-terrorist
organization?

We get called many things by many people but it's all really just name calling.

The Sea Shepherd Conservation Society has never had a crewmember convicted of a felony crime. We
are not wanted for any crime anywhere in the world. There are no criminal charges pending against us. It's all just
rhetoric and name calling and nothing to take seriously. _

I myself am not restricted in my travels and | do not have a criminal record.

We have never injured a single person nor have we ever intervened against a lawful enterprise. We only
oppose illegal activities as defined by international law.

Our advisory board includes scientists, lawyers, journalists, and celebrities including the former Australian
Minister of the Environment lan Campbell, the former Vice Chair of the IWC Horst Klienschmidt, Naturalist Farley
Mowat, actors Pierce Brosnan, Martin Sheen, Richard Dean Anderson and Sean Penn.

None of these people would be supporting us if we were a "terrorist" organization.

Question No. 7
Sea Shepherd flies the Jolly Roger, the pirate flag. Are you pirates?

We get called pirate,and it is an accusation that does not bother us much. In fact we kind of like it. First
there is the romantic appeal of swashbuckling pirates and kids love the image, they love our flag and logo.

Second we do consider ourselves pirates of compassion in pursuit of pirates of greed.

There is sometimes a need to be a pirate if for nothing else because sometimes pirates are needed to
stop pirates.

Back in the 17th Century when piracy was raging out of control in the Caribbean, it was not the British
government or the British Navy that shut down piracy. Like politicians today, many were on the take and British
merchants and even the crown had a vested interest in piracy.
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Benjamin Potts and Giles Lane were transferred from the Yushin Maru No. 2 to the Australian Customs vessel
Oceanic Viking early in the morning at 0200 Hours Melbourne time (1300 Hours GMT). The two men were
transferred to the Sea Shepherd ship Steve Irwin at 0930 Hours Melbourne time (2030 Hours GMT).

Both men were happy to be reunited with their shipmates and eager to return to chasing the Japanese whaling
fleet in the Southern Oceans. "It did not take long before the whalers realized that they made a huge public
relations mistake in keeping us on their ship," said Benjamin Potts. "We made it clear to them that Sea Shepherd
was committed to stopping their illegal whaling activities."

Both men reported that although they were roughed up when they first boarded the whaling ship, that they were
treated well during their time onboard. The only injury was a bruised wrist suffered by Giles Lane.

"Although we appreciate the concern that people have expressed for our welfare, it is important to remember that
this is not about us." said Giles Lane. "lt's about stopping this cruel and illegal whale hunt. The treatment that we
received was trivial in comparison to the suffering that the whales experience at the hands of the Japanese
whalers. They may have been rough with us but at least we were not harpooned, electrocuted and mutilated. This
is not about us, it's about the whales."

The Steve Irwin is continuing its pursuit of the Japanese whaling fleet. "This is the 8th day that whales have not
been killed," said Captain Paul Watson. "Every day that we stop the whalers is a victory. We will continue to
intervene, harass, block, and obstruct the whalers at every opportunity.”

The Steve Irwin is presently at 59 Degrees 46 Minutes South and 85 Degrees 59 Minutes east and on the tail of
the Japanese whaling fleet. The Australian court has ruled that the Japanese whaling fleet cannot kill whales in
Australian Antarctic Territorial waters. The Sea Shepherd Conservation Society is prepared to work with the
Australian government to uphold the court's ruling to ban the Japanese fleet from Australian waters.

Statement of Giles Lane

"After our 48 hours of captivity, I'm pleased to have rejoined the captain and crew of the Steve Irwin. | am
unharmed and ready to continue disrupting the whaling of the Japanese fleet in the Scuthern Ocean. It was worth
the risk and time in order to inform them of their illegal activities and stop them killing whales whilst we were
aboard.”

Statement of Benjamin Potts

“I'm happy to be back aboard the Steve lrwin with my crew. I'm pleased that everything worked out and that no-
one was hurt, and also that we were successful in placing the world's attention on the illegal slaughter of whales
in a whale sanctuary in the Australian Antarctic Territory. To the Japanese people, we have nothing against you
as a people. | enjoy Japanese culture, but your barbaric slaughter of intelligent and endangered marine
mammals must stop before you drive them to exiinction.”

SEA SHEPHERD FAQ

Question No. 1
Did Sea Shepherd Commit Piracy
The Japanese have accused Sea Shepherd of piracy and there has been talk about charging Benjamin Potts and

Giles Lane with piracy. Will this happen?

Captain Paul Watson: It is not likely. It would be amusing if they did. Both Giles and Ben laughed at the
suggestion. I've been accused of piracy so many times that I've lost count.
Because | ordered the men to board the Japanese whaler, the piracy charges would actually be directed

at myself but like them, I'm not worried about any charges.
First because there is a question of jurisdiction? Where would such charges be laid? | can't see Australia

charging us with piracy and we have no plans to visit Japan in the near future.
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Second it is a charge that would not hold up.

The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea defines piracy as:.
This is an excerpt from Section VI titled "High Seas"
Article 101 Definition of piracy
Piracy consists of any of the following acts:
(a) any illegal acts of violence or detention, or any act of depredation, committed for private ends by the crew or
the passengers of a private ship or a private aircraft, and directed:
(i) on the high seas, against another ship or aircraft, or against persons or property on board such ship or aircraft;
(i) against a ship, aircraft, persons or property in a place outside the jurisdiction of any State;
(b) any act of voluntary participation in the operation of a ship or of an aircraft with knowledge of facts making it a
pirate ship or aircraft;
(c) any act of inciting or of intentionally facilitating an act described in subparagraph (a) or (b).
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/convention_agreements/texts/unclos/closindx.htm

As the captain of the Steve Irwin | sent two of my crew onboard the Japanese whaler Yushiin Maru No. 2
with a letter addressed to the Japanese captain.

The letter read:

To: The Captain of any Japanese ship
Involved with poaching operations in
The Australian Antarctic Territorial
Economic Exclusion Zone.

Sir,

My name is Benjamin Potts.

| am an Australian citizen and an unpaid volunteer on the Sea Shepherd Conservation Society vessel
Steve Irwin
| have come onboard your ship because you have refused to acknowledge communication from our ship
pertaining to your illegal activities in the waters of the Australian Antarctic Territorial Economic Exclusion Zone.
| am not boarding your ship with the intent to commit a crime, to rob you or to inflict injury upon your crew and
yourself or damage to your ship. My reason for boarding is to deliver the message that you are in violation of
international conservation law and in violation of the laws of Australia. It is my intent to deliver this message and
then to request that you allow me to disembark from your vessel without harm or seizure.

| am empowered to act to uphold these laws in accordance with the United Nations World Charter for
Nature and the laws of Australia.

| am boarding you with the request that you please refrain from any further criminal activity in these
waters and cease and desist with the continued killing of endangered whales in this designated Whale Sanctuary
in violation of the IWC global moratorium on commercial whaling and that you cease and desist in continued
violations of Australian law by killing whales within the territorial waters of Australia without permit or permission
from the government of Australia.

This is a letter of intent and it explains the reason for the boarding and specifically states that the
boarding is not for any reason that could be described as piracy.

| would welcome formal charges of piracy just for the opportunity to defend such a ludicrous charge. It
would be incredible publicity for Sea Shepherd and because of the letter of intent, | and my crew would be
acquitted.

With reference to the incident involving the Japanese whaler, it should be pointed out that the whalers
held two Sea Shepherd crewmembers after assaulting them and tying them to the mast. They then held them
against their will and then issued a letter outlining conditions for their release which is extortion. Added to this is
the fact that the Japanese whalers are plundering the Southern Oceans and killing endangered whales in a whale
sanctuary in violation of a global moratorium on whaling and are in violation of the ban on whaling imposed by
Australia in the Australian Antarctic Territory it becomes clear that the real pirates are the Japanese whalers - not
Sea Shepherd.

Question No. 2
Greenpeace accuses Sea Shepherd of being a violent organization. Is this a valid?
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ARSON IN THE NEWS

A spate of eco-sabotage oriented stories s making news this week, all centering on Oregon and the Northwest. Media sources and the
FBI are filling the headlines with the "eco-terrorist” label again as they discuss an arson in Seattle and three eco-saboteurs in the
courts.

Just last week, eco-arsonist Jeff Luers was given a more than 10 year reduction on his almost 23 year sentence for burning three
SUVs. And as the £ goes to press, a jury in Tacoma debates the innocence of Briana Waters, the 32-year-old violin teacher who has
pled not guilty to serving as a lookout during the ecologically motivated arson of the University of Washington horticulture building in
2001.

Walters is the only one of the accused arsonists to go to trial. Four members of the loose-knit group are featured on the Portland FBI's
"Most Wanted" page, and a dozen have taken plea agreements with the federal prosecutors. Almost all of the group expressed regret
for their use of arson as a tool at their sentencings.

Cn March 2. in the midst of the jury's deiiberations for the Waters' trial, three multi-million dollar homes went up in flames in a
Seattle suburb. The arsonists left a sign reading, "Built Green? Nope black!" and signed themselves the ELF (Earth Liberation Front),
according to media reports. The homes were unoccupied, and no one was injured. The FBI has said the fires are being investigated as
an act of "domestic terrorism."

Though the homes were billed as using environmentally friendly materials, the development was built near headwaters of Bear Creek,
home to endangered Chinook salmon. Opponents to the development said not enough was done to protect nearby wetlands and that
the development endangered nearby water sources and destroyed beaver dams and hiking trails.

The ELF is not an organized group. Rather, it is a designation some radical environmentalists use when calling attention to an
ecologically motivated act of destruction. The UW arsonists also used ELF to credit the fire there.

Waters' attorney called for a mistrial, citing that the Seattle fires could influence the jury, but the judge denied the request.

Also on March 2, Oregon activist Tre Arrow pled innocent to charges of conspiracy, arson, attempted arson and use of destructive
devices in U.S. District Court in Portland. Arrow had fled to Canada in 2004 and fought extradition to the U.S. A trial date of May 6
was set by 11.S. Magistrate Judge Dennis J. Hubel. — Camilla Mortensen
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We know how frustrating this s for everyone - especially those of you who are making an extra effort W be here to support Erie al lus
sentencing. Thank you all Tor sticking with us. Your love and dedication make the road so much smoother...

Yours,
SPS

29 Feb 2008

—-Tre Arrow Arrives in Portland —

author: Tre Arrow Support Team

Tre Arrow will be given a warm "welcome back” o Portland by his many [nends. famuly and supporters. Tre 15 a grassroots aciivist.
known Toremost for his environmental protection work m the forests of Northern Oregon. Following several years of peacefit] activism
by Tre. the 118, Government labeled him an "eco-terronst” and charged him with multiple counts ol arson. conspiracy o commil arson,
and possession of destructive devices (Le. mcendiaries)

Tre has been a pnsoner tor tour years i Canada fighting extradition to the U.S.. tearing that he would not be given a tair toal 1n hght of
the "eco-terronst” label Tre s awaiting tnal n Portland. Oregon. vigorousty tighting his erinunal charges Tre states "As winter holds
the land n its grasp, the bare hardwouods stand strong and beckon the spirit of Spring. Likewsse. as my lile enters a new season, my
strength and life Toree are Howing through my vemns and mvigorating my body, nund. and spint tor the upeoming challenges The ime
hus come to prepare for trial in Portland | am returning from Canada ready to assist my lawyers m this process.”

Tre has consistently denied any guilt and always asserted that he is mnocent ol all charges. Tre states, "1 have muintained my mnocence
from the onset ol this ordeal. My legal leam presented my plea for usylum m Canada based on the polibeal pasecution L um lucmg. But,
it 1s abundantly clear that the Canadian Government 1s complicit in the atrocities and mjustices perpetrated by the US government My
tanth mn the Canadian authorties to act wath a conscience in a tar and objective manner has nol been realized. The time has come Lo
prove my mnocence vnce and for all "

Tre's mdictment came only afier three other imdividnals were arrested for the arsons and began to cooperate with the government. Tre’s
defense team stresses his innocence and asserts that the three cooperating individuals are directing the blame on Tre to escape
punishment. Tre states, "1 am mnocent of the charges that the U S government 1s trying o pin on me. Just as many activists have
experienced. the government 1s largeting me becanse T have chosen w challenge the status quo — not because [ am guilly " Cont'd

Tre continues to be known in Portland as the peacetul activist who cliumbed the ledge vutside the othees of the Regional LS. Forest
Service headguarters i July 20000 Tre perched on that 9-meh ledge, 10 meters above the ground. tor 11 days Thus attracted local,
national. and international attention to the former Eagle Timber Sale. Tre and other grassrools activists were ulmately so suceesstul that
the U8 Forest Service canceled the Eagle umber sale. Today, the public contmues to enjoy the forest m the Clackamas River watershed
for its natural beauty. The forest functions as a back-up domKing water source lor Portland and swrrounding communities,

Tre's fumily, friends and supporters remark on his kindness, passion and positive approach to activism. Tre leaves a lasting impression on
everyvone who heard his simple. yet important. educational messages on socul justice. the connection of people. animals. the earth. and
bow humaty should ke care of the planet.

In addition to environmental activism. m Portland. Tre helped with animal abuse 1ssues. worked as a childeare provider and ran us a
Pacilic Green Party candidate for the US. House of Representatives in 2000 Tre's candidacy gamered more than 13,000 votes.

Tre's sister Shawna Scarpatti 1s the tanmily's spokesperson. "My fanuly's hope is 1o get Tre's story known by the public 1o adi o the
movement calling [or him (o be released TTe 1s an mnocent man lacmg a life sentence i pnson Tre has been lighting extradition for
nearly fouryears in British Columbia, Canada. and is now retuming to lace trumped-up charges for erimes he did not commit,” says
Scarpitti

I're adds. "I thank the wonderful folks m Canada who have become part ol my family and helped in countless ways with my legal and
personal needs 1 thank you from the depths of my bemg and we shall meet agam! To all those i Oregon and bevond. 1o all those helpng
Lo mount the needed support — | am comme home and wall see vou soon. 1 will be Tree. and 1 will be vindicated! [n the words of
Catriona Reed, 1 declare. 'For the power of my anger, transformung itsell wilo love. Tor the beauty and integrity of all life-forms. and for
the braght enerey ol my passion tor justice and the health ol all bemgs. 1 bow to you m gratitude and touch the Earth ™

Support Tre 29 Feb 2008 21:02
I'm glad he's back!!! Should we be wiiting letters to the jail?
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We are witnessing i mass extmetion event takig place in our Jife times. The warld's top scienlists are warming that by the medidle of ths
century. 30 to 50 percent ol all living species could be extinel. There are predictions ol 250 nullion people, or more. dying lor lack ol
water and food. Fears that melting glaciers in Alaska and Greenland could catastrophically raise global sea levels, While here at home
our leading chmate scienbsts have been censored by our government. Their reports edited by Bush appomtees who now work for some
ol Americas biggest oil compantes. We have been decerved by the very people responsible for our well-bemng

Fortunately. the verl has been lified and many Americans are now demanding that action be taken on climate change and other
environmental issues. Indeed many states are now contronting our lederl government on the topie However 2o far all legislative
attempls W solve the problem have failed or have lacked the necessary backbone to accomplish anvthime meanmeiul The Lime Jo
change has o be now. We no longer have the lusury of passmg our problems of! 1o the next generation. We must be vieilant in o
delermmation (o ereate change and [ind solutions to what 1s arguably the greatest threat humanity has ever faced. 1tis the people in this
courtroom. the citizens o this country: this state and this country that must canry the responsibality for ereating change. For 1l we can't
change our vwn lives how can we expect others to change theirs?

I'm ready and willing to change so that | can help find real solutions to our problems. I'm ready o help Iind methods that aven't limited to
thetorie. Doomed Lo Fulure by symbolism or rendered meanmgless by corruption. 1 choose o take a new direction because not only is o
new path sorely needed inomy own Jife but a new direction s sorely needed by onr country, 1 reeognize that if I'm oot helping (o create
that change. I'm just standing 1 the way. We are all in this together whether we are labeled radical. conservative or liberal. And together
15 the only way we are gome 1o solve this problem

It 1s casy Tor me to say these things. 1 doubt that my commitment Lo (the environment or social change has ever been questioned
However, I am sure the court as well as many others, question whether or not | have truly left my mulitant past belund. o which all | can
say 1s that 1 am ready to Live my Lle I'm ready o put the needs of my family first And I'm also ready to Imd success where thus
tadical strugale has fatled More than anything, I am just ready o move on.”

To which Judge JA. Billngs responded that he has been a lawyer and a judge for 33 years and he has never received a statement [rom a
delendant of such high guality, "T'm very impressed with you 1 have no hesitabion i accepting this sentence T wish you only (he best "

the aptly named mr. hasselman 03 My 2008 10050

Debovith Frasch

On Thursday. February 28, environmental activist JefT Luers' 22 years and  month sentence was reduced o 10 vears Mr. Luers was
resentenced Lo 90 months for an admitted 6.16.00 arson that caused 350K of repamble damage 1o three trucks and to 30 months for an
allezed. but denied 5:27.00 attempted arson that caused 30 m damage,

Il Lane County Assistant Distriet Attorney Hasselman had decided that Jell could serve the 90 months {or the admitied Romana tire and
the 30 menths Tor the Tyree non-starter concurrently, Mr, Luers would have been free o leave the courtroom with the rest of us at 930
am because he has been mearcerated smee hus June 16, 2000 arrest. 92 months ago

But Mr THasselman arzued that Jeft should serve the 90 and 30 month sentences consecutively. Judge Billings agreed. even though he
desenibed Mr Luers' statement as the most impressive he'th heard m 35 vears as o lawver, compared lum 1o a retuming war hero and
heaped prawse on Mr. Luers 'male lawyers, Hugh Duvall and Jesse Barton. [Judge Billmgs did not note Mr. Luers female lawyer Lauren
Regan |

As aresident ol Lane County, Tam disgusted that Mr. Luers did not walk out a free man on 2.28 08 1615 not surprising that Mr Luers was
the most thoughtful defendant Judae Billings has encountered m 35 vears - Mr Luers was the most thoughtiul und honomble man i the
courtroon on Thursday

28 Feb 2008

Eric McDavid's Hearings Moved

author: Sacramento Prisoner Support
New tral motion and sentencing heanngs moved

Dear frends,

Our apologies lor not gettng this oul belore today. We know that many of you are anxious to know what is happenmg with Eric’s new
Ll moton, Unfortunately. we found out vesterday that Erie's heanngs have been moved yet agmn. Due Lo errcumstances beyond
anyone's control (the Hu doesn't care about court dates and hearings), the new rial motion heanng has been pushed back (o Thursday
March 6 at 2 am. The sentencing hearme will more than hkely be rescheduled for March 13
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From: ELP Support Network <elp4321@hotmail com>

Date: March 11, 2008 11:53:52 AM PDT

Subject: [UrgentELP] Five accused of arsons in Michigan
Reply-To: urgentelp@lists riseup net, ELP Support Network <elp4321@hotmail.com>

Urgent ELP! Bulletin (11th of March 2008)
Dear friends

News is coming in of a number of raids/arrests involving American
environmentalists.

The raids appear to be linked to an arson at Michigan State University in 1999
and another arson at a logging site in 2000. Both arsons where claimed at the
time by the Earth Liberation Front.

Well known American Earth First! activist, Frank Ambrose, (who has been
wrongfully accused of ELF actions in the past) told ELP he has been charged on
three counts of arson and conspiracy to commit arson. Other people listed in the
indictment include Marie Mason, Aren Berthwick, Stephanie Sultz, and an "un-
named participant known to the grand jury."

At this moment in time ELP is unaware of what has happened to Aren Berthwick
or Stephanie Sultz, but we are aware that Maria Mason has also been arrested
and is currently in custody in Ohio and is expected to be extradited to Michigan.

If anyone knows anything about Aren or Stephanie please contact ELP as soon
as possible.

ELP will keep you up to date with this news as we get it. In the meantime
please send letters of support to:

MARIE MASON #134001
Butler-County Sheriff's Office & Correctional-Complex
705-Hanover Streat
Harnitten;-Ohio-45011
USA .

Check we b?}-%’— he /-‘a,wﬁ:’ (071 hod ,,—u'.fc-j

++++++++++++ .

|

Earth Liberation Prisoners Support Network |
BM Box 2407 ||
London /

WC1N 3XX
England /
www.spiritoffreedom.org.uk
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NOTICE TO INMATE OF TRANSFER TO COMMUNICATION MANAGEMENT UNIT
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE FEDERAL BUREAU OF PRISONS
Inmate Name (Last, First, Middle): Register Number:

McGowan, Daniel 63794-053

-«I{lstitution:

- Marion , Illinois

NOTICE: This notice informs you of your transfer to a Federal Bureau of
Prisons (Bureau) facility that allows greater management of your communication
with persons in the community through more effective monitoring of your
telephone use, written correspondence, and visiting. Your communication by
these methods may be limited as necessary to allow effective monitoring. Your
general conditions of confinement in this unit may also be restricted as
necessary to provide greater management of your communications. Your transfer
to this wunit, by itself, will have no effect on the length cf your
incarceration. You will continue to earn good-conduct sentence credit in
accordance with Bureau policy.

Warden (print and signature):
A W) e ;
Lisa J. W. Hollingswo ;

Your transfer to this facility under these conditions is based on the
following specifiec information:

Your offense conduct included acts of arson, destruction of an energy
facility, attempted arson, and conspiracy to commit arson. You have been
identified as a member and leader in the Earth Liberation Front (ELF) and
Animal Liberatien Front (ALF) , groups considered domestic terrorist
organizations. Your offense conduct included communicating in code and
teaching others how to commit crimes of arson. Your actions had the primary
purpose to influence and affect the conduct of government, commerce, private
business and others in the civilian population by means of force, violence,
sabotage, destruction of property, intimidation and coercion. Your contact
with persons in the community requires heightened controls and review.

Based on this information, your transfer to this facility for greater
communication management is necessary to the safe, secure, and orderly operation
of Bureau institutions, or protection of the public. Your continued designation
to this facility will be reviewed regularly by your Unit Team under
circumstances providing you notice and an opportunity to be heard, in accordance
with the Bureau’s policy on Classification and Prcogram Review of Inmates.

OPPORTUNITY TO APPEAL TRANSFER DECISION - You may appeal this transfer
decision, or any conditions of your confinement, through the Bureau’s
Administrative Remedy Program, 28 C.F.R. §§ 542.10 through 542.19, and
corresponding policy. A member of your Unit Team will provide you with the
necessary form upon request.

INSTRUCTIONS TO STAFF - Provide the inmate a copy of this form and complete
the following information documenting delivery.

Staff Member Name and Staff Member (signature): Date Issued:
Position (printed):

TS L0 S a/365




U.S. Department of Justice
Federal Bureau of Prisons
U.S. Penitentiary
Marion, IL 62959

—%

. . OPI: Communication Management Unit
Institution NUMBER:  MAR-5270.07A
DATE: March 20, 2008
Sllpplem ellt SUBJECT: Operation & Security of the
Communication Management Unit
(I Unit)

el

PURPOSE AND SCOPE This Institution Supplement establishes guidelines and procedures for the
operation and security of the Communication Management Unit (CMU) in I Unit, at the United States

Penitentiary, Marion, Illinois,

The CMU is established to house inmates who, due to their current offense of conviction, offense conduct,
or other verified information, require increased monitoring of communication between inmates and
persons in the community in order to protect the safety, security, and orderly operation of Bureau facilities,

and protect the public.

The CMU is a self-contained general population housing unit where inmates reside, eat, and participate in
all educational, recreational, religious, unit management, and work programming within the confines of

I Unit. Additionally, the unit contains a block of cells located on B Range which are dedicated to
segregated housing of those inmates in need of being placed in administrative detention or disciplinary

segregation status.

DIRECTIVES AFFECTED

A. Directives Referenced

P.S. 5270.07, Inmate Discipline & Special Housing Units (December 29. 1987)

B. Directives Rescinded

RESPONSIBILITY AND AUTHORITY

A. ADMISSION & ORIENTATION / CLASSIFICATION AND REVIEWS: The East Corridor Unit
Manager is responsible for administering the Admission and Orientation Program (A&O) in compliance
with national policy. The purpose of the program is to familiarize each inmate with the unit staff, unit
procedures, expected behavior, and programs available. All items on the A&QO Checklist will be covered
and utilized for verification of participation. As part of A&O, I-Unit inmates will receive a copy of this

Institution Supplement and an A&O Handbook.

Classification and reviews of I-Unit inmates will occur according to national policy. Additionally, within
five calendar days of arrival, I-Unit inmates will be provided a "NOTICE TO INMATE OF TRANSFER

TO COMMUNICATION MANAGEMENT UNIT" form indication the reasons for their placement in the
unit. A blank copy of the form is included with this Institution Supplement, Attachment "A".
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B. CONTACT WITH PERSONS IN THE COMMUNITY: The purpose of the CMU in I Unit is to
provide increased monitoring of communication of the inmates assigned to it. By operating a self-
contained housing unit, staff may adequately regulate and monitor all communications between inmates
and persons in the community. All contact between I-Unit inmates and persons in the community may
occur according to national policy, with necessary adjustments indicated herein. Under no circumstances
will privileged attorney-client communication be monitored, as prohibited by national policy.

(a) Written General Correspondence. All incoming and outgoing written general correspondence
must be reviewed by staff prior to deli very to the inmate or further processing to the post office.

(b) Telephone Communication. All telephone communication between inmates and persons in the
community (except properly placed, unmonitored legal calls) will be:
(1) conducted using monitored ITS phone lines:
(2) be live-monitored by staff:
(3) be subject to recording by staff: and
(4) occur in English-only (by both the inmate and community call-recipient) unless
previously scheduled for and conducted through simultaneous translation

monitoring.

Persons from whom an inmate requests placement on the approved telephone list must com plete the
"Acknowledgment of Conditions for Telephone Contact with Inmates in the Communication
Management Unit, USP Marion," form included with this Institution Supplement as Attachment
"B", as proof of their acknowledgment and acceptance of these conditions. Monitored calls where
either party speaks in non-English will be immedi ately terminated by the staff monitor unless
previously scheduled and conducted through simultaneous translation monitoring. In the event of
terminated calls, inmates may be subject to disciplinary action. and the person may be removed from
the inmate's approved telephone list.

In no event will the frequency or duration of telephone calls placed by I-Unit inmates be less than
one telephone call per month (28 C.F.R. 540.100 (b) of at least three minutes duration (28 CFR
540.101 (d). Unmonitored legal calls are not afl fected, and will continue to be managed according to

national policy.

(¢) Visiting. All visiting between inmates and persons in the community (except properly
scheduled, unmonitored legal visits) will be:
(1) conducted in the main visiting room using non-contact facilities (i.e., secure
partitioned rooms, telephone voice contact;
(2) be live-monitored by staff:
(3) be subject to recording by staff:
(4) occur in English-only (by both inmate and visitor) unless previously scheduled
for and conducted through simultaneous translation monitoring.

Persons for whom an inmate requests placement on the approved visiting list must complete the
"Acknowledgment of Conditions for Visiting with Inmates in the Communication Management
Unit, USP Marion," form included with this Institution Supplement as Attachment "C," as proof of their
acknowledgment and acceptance of these conditions. Monitored visiting where either party speaks in non-
English will be immediately terminated by the staff monitor unless previously scheduled and conducted
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;jhn?[ugh ;imullal?e(;us tranilation monitoring, Ordinarily, visiting will be scheduled to occur on weekdays
Or two-hour periods. Each inmate is authorized four hours of visitin each isi
AR g g cach month (two 2-hour visits or

HOI;’SI.N G CONDI T'IONS / I_JNIT PROGRAMS / SERVICES: | Unit is a self-contained general
Population hpusmg unit where inmates reside, cat, and participate in al] educational, recreational
religious, unit management, and work programming within the confines of | Unit. All national p:)licics

thaektm‘;}tl s mission of i;lcreased monitoring of communications, and pursuant to the Warden's authority to
make the necessary changes to protect the s i ili
i ary ol p e safety, security, and good order of the facility, or to protect the

(a) (?ell Assignments: I-Ul?it inmates will be housed in single bunk cells. Additionally, the unit

contfnfls a range of cc;l]s dedl_cated to segregated housing of those inmates in need of b Ing placed in

gdn?lnxstrstlve detention or disciplinary segregation status. Cells [02-0]0L thru 102-016L are
esignated as segregation housing for I-Unit inmates placed in administrat d i

disciplinary segregation status. i i

Inm.jcztes may request to be seen by a physician in the unit's medical examination room. Specialized
Sérvices may be provided in the institutions's main health services unit as needed undc.ar conditi :
which ensure I-Unit inmates' lack of contact with non-I-Unit inmates. Inmates wl';o requi o
examination will be seen in the examination room. | e

(c) Mental Health Services: Psychology staff wil] provide I-Unit inmates an initial psychological

Leisure and law library services will be i i i
re provided to inmates daily. Photocopies may be obtained b
submitting a Request to Staff Member form to the law librarian or the Case Managgr. .

Inmates will be provided table games such as chess, checkers and ; -
will also be provided. : and cards. Hobby craft opportunities

There are 11 televisions available in the unit for viewing. The recreational areas will contain various
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recreation activities to include handball, stationary biking, stair-stepping machines, and walking.

(f) Religious Services. National religious services policies will be implemented in I Unit. All
communication with religious services providers from the community will be monitored as indicated

in Section 3 of this Institution Supplement.

(g) Personal Property. National personal property policies will be implemented in I Unit. Inmates
are allowed to maintain up to three cubic feet of legal material in their cell. Temporary additional

space for active litigation material may be requested from the Case Manager.

(h) Commissary/Trust Fund Operations. National commissary and trust fund operation policies
will be implemented in I Unit. Each inmate will be afforded the opportunity to purchase allowable
items from the commissary if funds are available in the inmate's commissary account. Commissary
purchase forms will be issued on Tuesday of each week by the Case Manager, and after completion
of the forms they will be hand-delivered by the Case Manager to the commissary for processing by
COB Wednesday. The commissary items will be delivered to the unit and handed out by
commissary staff on Thursday of each week. Any special purchases (personal radios, etc.

approved by the Case Manager.

) must be

(1) Sanitation. I-Unit inmates are responsible for sanitation of their living areas. Unit orderly job
assignments will be made by the Case Manager. Inmate showers will be available daily. Clean,
serviceable clothing will be issued to each inmate upon his arrival to the unit. Unit laundry service
will be available for issued clothing on Monday, Wednesday and Friday. I-Unit inmates are
responsible for laundering their own personal clothing. Barber services for I Unit will be conducted
within the unit. Inmates should submit an Inmate Request to Staff form at least one week in advance
of the desired time for a haircut. An inmate from within the unit will be the barber.

(J) Work Assignments. Work assignments will include orderlies for unit sanitation, Food Service,
laundry and recreation, and will be assigned by the Case Manager.

ADMINISTRATIVE REMEDY PROGRAM: You may appeal your transfer to I Unit, or any
conditions of your confinement, through the Bureau's Administrative Remedy Program, 28 C.F.R. 542.10

through 542.19, and corresponding policy. Your case manager will provide you with the necessary form

upon request.

EFFECTIVE DATE: This supplement is effective upon issuance.

//sll

Date B. A. Bledsoe, Warden
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To our leaders:

Free us from our addiction to oil.
Free us from $4.00/gallon gas.
Free us from $4.39/gallon gas.
Free us from $4.61/gallon gas.
Save our economy.

Save us from this climate crisis.
Give us truly clean energy.

Use the wind.

Use the sun,

we demand that we use them.
we demand that we Repower America.
There is a solution.

There is no time to waste.

we, the American people,
demand a better future.

Give us 100% clean electricity
within 10 years.

Goto and join us.
Together we can Repower America,
Together we can solve the climate crisis.

-

Join ' today.
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@?; centerforconstitutionalrights

CONTACT: Alison Roh Park, 212.614.6480. apark@ccrjustice.org; David Lerner, Riptide
Communications, 212.260.5000

New Bureau of Prisons Rule Discloses Policies and
Conditions in Experimental Segregation Units

Units Continue to Target Muslims, Acftivists,
Restrict Communication and Forbid Physical Contact with Family Without Due
Process

April 6, 2010, Washington, D.C.— Over three years after opening secretive “Communications
Management Units,” or “CMUSs,” the Federal Bureau of Prisons (BOP) took one step toward
correcting its illegal and discriminatory segregation of Muslims and political prisoners by
opening its actions to public scrutiny. The Center for Constitutional Rights (CCR) challenged
the CMUs for violations of fundamental constitutional rights, including the right to due process,

in a lawsuit filed last week.

The lawsuit, which is called Arefv. Holder, raises a number of substantial constitutional claims
and also states that the units were created in violation of federal law, because the public was not
given the requisite opportunity to learn about the CMUs and comment on the soundness of the
proposed policy. Attorneys say the BOP’s late attempt to correct that omission by proposing a
rule disclosing CMU policy is an implicit acknowledgment that the units are unparalleled in the
federal prison system, and an admission that the BOP violated the law by operating the unique
units secretly for more than three years.

“While we welcome the BOP's decision to finally comply with its legal obligations—albeit over
three years too late—the proposed rule deoes not make these experimental isclation units
constitutional,” said CCR staff attorney Alexis Agathocleous. “Our clients’ experiences clearly
demonstrate the abusive and arbitrary nature of the CMUs.” For example, the proposed rule

_states that CMU prisoners, when possible, are provided a detailed explanation of the information

that has led to their designation. In reality, many prisoners have simply been told that their
designation was based on “reliable evidence.” Their requests to be told the nature of this
evidence are denied. Others received an explanation for their designation that included factually
incorrect information, with no opportunity for correction.

The men detained in the CMUSs have heavily restricted telephone and visitation access. and are

categorically forbidden from hugging, touching or embracing their children or spouses during
visits. Attorneys say this blanket ban on contact visitation, which is unique in the federal prison
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@ system, not only causes suffering to the families of the incarcerated men, but is a violation of
fundamental constitutional rights. The units are also being used overwhelmingly to hold Muslim

prisoners and prisoners with unpopular political beliefs.

Family members of some CMU prisoners expressed surprise that the proposed rule did not
acknowledge the blanket ban on contact visitation that has been in effect at both CMU units
since their inception. “I haven’t been able to hug my husband, or even hold his hand, for two
years,” said Jenny Synan, the spouse of a CMU prisoner and a plaintiff in the lawsuit. “This
proposed rule does not explain how prohibiting a husband from holding his wife’s hand or
keeping a father from hugging his daughter, is necessary for prison security.”

For more information on Aref'v. Holder, visit CCR’s legal case page or
http://ccrjustice.org/ourcases/current-cases/aref -et-al.-y.-holder.-et-al.

The Center for Constitutional Rights is dedicated to advancing and protecting the rights
guaranteed by the United States Constitution and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
Founded in 1966 by attorneys who represented civil rights movements in the South, CCR is a
non-profit legal and educational organization committed to the creative use of law as a positive

force for social change. Visit www.ccrjustice.org.

I would greatly appreciate it if you were able to submit public

comment on these proposed rules. You can read the rules online on
www.regulations.gov by searching for BOP Docket #1148-P Communication
Management Units. You can also comment either online or by sending
comments to: Rules Unit, Office of General Counsel, Bureau of Prisons,
320 First Street NW,Washington, DC 20534. Be sure to include the docket
number with your comments.and be polite.

If you need talking points for your letter or have questions, please do
not hesitate to contact Jenny at friendsofdanielmcg@yahoo.com or
rachelm@ccrjustice.org

Thanks for caring-Daniel
- 11
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Transcription of “Hey Kelly” by Rodney Coronado
Idiosyncrasies and spelling retained from the original letter.

1-6-9
Hey Kelly —

Here is the first draft of what | wrote. My intention was to
re-write it and “fill it out” more, but as | re-read it, | thought

its maybe as a first draft might be more in the spirit of the
project. If you think it's too rough or that | should emphasize
any particular points, please do not hesitate to let me know.
Of course, this is the only copy. | left the prison yesterday and
am in Chicago waiting for my bus to Grand Rapids. I'll be at a
r calls to Chapter

616 914 8972

Hope you and Jeff get the New Year off to a great start. Just
let me know if | can help w/anything else!

Rod

Dear Kelly -

Sorry its been such a long time since I've written, the last few
months in here have been tolerable, but still I'm having my
usual hard time at being away from my family — especially my
son. I've spent a lot of time in recent weeks thinking about
your project and | hope this letter will become something

that you could use. | have been thinking of my contribution
being like any other piece | have written, but in the spirit of the
project | thought maybe | should just write a letter telling you
what has been going on inside me, inside here. So, here | am,
again in federal prison, the same prison | actually spent time
in 14 years ago when | was first extradited to Michigan for
my first federal case. A whole different world back then. Just
weeks after having ended my time underground with a future
4 years in prison to come. Back then, | was the first animal
liberationist to be in federal prison. Now | am just another

of the many. And while prison hasn’t changed that much, |
know that | have. My path to prison began almost 25 years
ago when | first chose to be a part of a movement that would
risk imprisonment in the name of defending the Earth. For a
child who loved this land and the animals on it and who was
coming to terms with what our present day society was doing
to the natural world, my evolution seems reasonable. What
differentiated me from the many others like me who chose
lives and professions protecting the environment albeit legally,
| largely accredit to my heritage as an indigenous person,

but equally a student of U.S. history. A student who learned
early the price a civilization is willing to pay to attain wealth
and progress. And although the costs of such imperialism
can be traced back further than the inception of this notion,
my personal conviction to the suffering of my human relations
on this continent has made me extremely sympathetic to
the suffering of the land and animals here. So as a witness
to the injustices of my own generation, the path of physical
resistance to such crimes against nature was only natural.

| came to age as a young adult as a student of Geronimo
and Paul Watson. My mentors were historically Crazy Horse
and Sitting Bull, but as contemporary leaders such as Dave
Foreman and Cleveland Amory. In retrospect, | can now
see how that time was an awakening. The rebirth of a spirit
that had been haunting this nation ever since the crimes of
Wounded Knee, the Trail of Tears, the Long Walk and the
disappearance of the great bison herds and wild rivers and
forests that reminded the new animals to the continent that
humans were
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but one species in the great fabric of nature. As a youth raised
to honor Earth and her Animal People you can imagine my
shock when | first witnessed the slaughter of newborn harp
seals, the harpooning of the worlds last great whales. | can’t
convey to you how many times | cried for the victims of the
world | was growing up into. | had already been taught what
had been done to us, the indigenous people who lived with
Earth as Mother, now | was seeing the war being waged
against those who still lived in harmony with all life. But in
my teachings | had also learned of the bravery and courage
of the many men and women who gave their lives — and
freedom to protect not only their families, but also their very
way of life. | had learned of the insurmountable odds found
by the indigenous warriors of this country and who despite
those odds fought a war that might have cost them their
land and lives, but not their spirit. Now that spirit had risen.
In the hearts of all people who still felt sorrow and pain at
the destruction of a natural world and her relations that spirit
awakened once more the desire to risk our lives for what we
believed in. It's important for me to state that this is not my
attempt to encourage others to do the things | have done. |
was taught that no person can tell another what to do. This
is just a story. My story of how and why | chose to sacrifice
the privilege | was born into. The privilege that most of us
rarely even recognize. The privilege of not having to fight

to protect our lives, land and liberty. While others see these
privileges as a way to work within the system to achieve
change, | saw instead the need to act now to bring to light
the injustice | couldn’t live with. Knowing that however just the
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need to protect our life support system for present and future
generations might be, when there was money to be made

by special interests with access to political power, the Earth,
animals and even us would always come secondary or last.
The important thing to remember is that no change is borne
solely from one individual’s effort. Change is a process that
begins when a small community of people are willing to take
unnecessary risk and unpopular action. We can look back on
history and with the luxury of hindsight know that it was wrong
to enslave other people or deny them basic human rights on
the basis of their skin color or gender. But to believe such
fundamental truths at a time when they are not only unpopular
but also illegal is what brings that process of much needed
change. There today are still many who believe that global
threats to our planet are politically motivated hoaxes
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or at best, bad science. But if its one thing modern technology
has given us that we cannot deny, it is the ability to see how
our unlimited growth and development has burdened our
environment in such a way that we force environmental illness
and catastrophe previously unknown to man. And how that
growth and development not only affects us, but those in far
off lands whose environment and economies are exploited
and manipulated to provide to us the very lifestyles that allows
us to continue on this destructive path. In my life | have not
expected to ever share my views with mainstream culture. |
have always known that the path | and others chose to follow
would make us societal pariahs. The belief that the way of
life this country allows us and encourages is also our society’s
ultimate downfall is a belief that contradicts everything our
society has stood for not to mention an admittance that an
economy is built not to protect us, but the interests of people
who are willing to sacrifice the safety of their children for short
term gain. It has always been a fore drawn conclusion that

to challenge popular belief is to sacrifice personal safety. We
have seen these truths made evident anytime the motivations
of this way of life has been called into question. And that is
the choice | made when | decided to break the laws of my
own country for what | believed. Perhaps | was able to do
this because | was young and naive. Perhaps my entire life
experience that has led to three federal convictions and 5 12
years in prison was a mistake. But what | chose to believe is
that like those young and naive people before me who believe
that past-legalized injustices were morally and ethically wrong,
our naiveté can sometimes provide the investigation society
needs to truly question oneself. That our youthful ignorance
of the slow process of change we are taught we must abide
is sometimes just what that process needs to move those
wheels forward. And so it was that | entered the world as a
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member of direct action groups who freely and separately
broke the law to defend what was and is still wild and free. It's
an easy path to romanticize and that is why | am careful not
to encourage it. For there is nothing romantic about spending
5 long years in prison away from the very loves and freedoms
you
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have fought for. Nor is there any glory to be had from choosing
a life where you or worse others might lose their lives because
of your actions. | admit despite this, to have made decisions
that unfairly put others at danger of great harm and it is
because of such actions that | wish us never to think of
ourselves as above the laws of man or nature. For no one
man can know but his own truth and what he believes to be
right. We can believe that we are acting in the best interests of
others, but when our way involves force, we can dangerously
begin to sound like those we set out to oppose. Secondly,
there can be no illusion that however just your actions of today
might be viewed by yourself or others in present or the future,
to take action against a dominant paradigm will surely lead to
persecution. | say this to clarify that however my actions might
have been intended, there will always be consequences we
might not anticipate. And however | might justify what | have
done, | still am looking for and learning a better way to achieve
my means. When | saw ancient forests being destroyed or

my animal relations starved, tortured and imprisoned, passion
can become a motivating force. And that is what | plead guilty
too. | can’t deny that it felt good to send pirate whaling ships
to the bottom of the ocean. Or spirit animals away from cages
to see them returned to the wild. But in taking those actions,

| had to also accept responsibility for them and that meant a
long time in prison. For every action there is a reaction and

my path of radical environmentalism is a road map of how our
society has responded to actions in defense of the Earth. All
just causes have had their actions devised of passion more
than strategy. The Boston Tea Party was one of them. And
historically we remember not the repression brought down
upon the participants, but the spirit and action itself. My life
and that of a handful of others has been a history of both.
When | first went to prison in 1995, | remained a part of the
underground movement | had been imprisoned for, not in
action, but in voice. | saw it as my responsibility to represent
the environment and animals many were still risking their lives
and freedom to protect. Pandora’s box was opened and
radical environmentalists had won their place on the political
spectrum. But it has not come without a price. As our actions
increased, so did the efforts of law — enforcement agencies to
stop us. For this | do not believe we have become the victim,
for as warriors choosing to fight as we did we must accept the



consequences for the path of our choosing. As | have said
before, history tells us of the consequence for challenging the
laws of a
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powerful nation. For me personally this meant leaving the
movement we had created had become enough of a force
that not just its actions, but the words | gave to it became
equally volatile. None can deny that our actions of the last
century have radically altered our environment and unleashed
a chain reaction of effect that we are still just beginning to
understand. For those of us who saw this disregard for

the future generations of all life, as a threat to our planets
very existence, action became more than a choice but an
obligation, despite the consequence. When | left prison in
1999, | continued my spokesmanship for the cause of radical
environmentalism and it wasn’t long before | realized how
much of a threat our actions had become. Not only for the
damage they caused but for the climate they created among
the business practices misdeeds with irreversibly altering our
environment. Many more people would go to prison. Already
the strength of our movement had been demonstrated

at the World Trade Organization meeting in Seattle and

it wouldn’t be long before radical environmentalists and
animal rights activists would be labeled the U.S. most active
domestic terrorists. And then the actions on Sept. 11, 2001
forever would alter America’s political landscape. Suddenly,
“Homeland security” and fighting terrorism became as
important to this nation as suppressing Native Americans
was in the late 19" Century. Despite the commitment of
radical environmentalists to harm no life, our actions were
politically contextualized in the same light as those who flew
planes into buildings. When | was arrested for interfering with
a mountain lion hunt in Arizona in 2004, my actions were
identical to those | had repeatedly carried out in the 1980’s
with the greatest legal repercussion being a misdemeanor
citation resulting in a small fine at the most. Instead | saw my
arrest transformed into a federal felony charge of ecoterror
for which | would be sent to federal prison for 8 months.
Before my sentencing | would also be federally indicted in

a terrorism offence for delivering the speech that | presently
am in prison for. Both prosecutions were a reflection of the
U.S. government — meant to make an example of those who
encourage lawless activity to defend the Earth. During this
same time, Operation Back Fire was executed by the FBI and
many alleged members of the Earth Liberation Front brought
to justice. What hasn’t stopped despite these arrests and
prosecutions is the level of awareness towards environmental
destruction
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that they all sought to highlight. It’s not secret that the radical
environmental movement was a small core of individuals who
largely know each other and who in similar ways evolved
from middle classes of the society they opposed. Much in
the same way that the first advocates for the abolition of
slavery were those who witnessed it first-hand, so too were
many of us in the radical environmental mov’t witnesses to
the destruction of the best pristine eco-systems of Earth.
When [ first went to sea in 1985, | read journals from the
1800’s describing the populations of great whales in the water
| sailed so prolific as to pose a navigational hazard. Yet the
oceans around me revealed so few whales as to cause great
excitement when we’d see just one. Such revelations were
the reasons behind my actions against pirate whalers. Now
we are in a political climate where corporate influence media
and law-enforcement agencies flush with huge budgets to
fight domestic terrorism easily abroad such actions in the
context of terrorism with extreme punishment routed out to
individuals who have injured not a single human being. But
our purpose is not lost. It must simply evolve. No longer must
we grab the American public by the shoulders and slap them
into awareness of the threats posed to our future, instead the
facts that our planet is in peril were ignored and denied by
only the most irresponsible of citizens. What remains to be
done is how to change it. And rather than continue to attack
the very institutions engaged in environmental irresponsibility,
we must demonstrate through our own actions the time-
honored behavior of living in harmony with nature. At the
heart of our concern for the Earth and our own future is a
desire to live in peace, knowing that the future of our children
is secured. It was true hundreds of years ago as it is still true
today. The ways we have gone about achieving that goal are
all that should be determined. When the situation called for
direct intervention, we were there to do it — and pay the price.
| believe it is now the time to demonstrate the way of living
we believe is possible instead of attacking the ways we fault.
Lets hope the attention we have helped draw to the greatest
threats to our future existence will not fall on deaf ears. What
is left for us to do is to speak to those ready to listen. When |
became a father | first thought that having a child would stand
in the way of
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my being a warrior. Instead | have learned that by having
fulfilled the obligations | did in my early years, | had prepared
myself for the next task as a warrior, that of raising a family.
For no warrior is worth much if his or her fighting is not for
the betterment of others. It was true hundreds of years ago
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and it remains true today. When | looked into my child’s eyes
and saw the hope of a new generation, | knew the ways of
harmony with peace on Earth were not going to be taught

to my children through acts of war. Any war, no matter how
just. The true ways of love, peace, and compassion and
harmony with others can only be learned through example.
My children did not need to learn how corporations are given
greater legal rights than a forest or community, they need to
know how to live in harmony with that forest and community.
The lessons we have to teach our children and others who
will listen, are the same lessons that countless generations

of indigenous peoples have practiced in return for a way of
life and civilization that outlasted any of modern man whose
path would have gone on much longer had they not been
extricated by the same short-sighted mess now plaguing

our society today. But that knowledge of harmony with life

on Earth was not lost. It was forced to hide during the time
when practicing such a belief in this country was banned right
the middle of the last century. Still, you cannot hide or ban
something that is in our hearts, the sense of knowing or feeling
that we have become dangerously disconnected from that
which matters most to us. And as my generation matured with
this sickness of spirit we cried and felt the pain for what we
know was being lost. And now we have the power to erase
that pain from future generations by giving to them a way of
living that does not rely on the exploitation or destruction of
our environment for short — term gain. In the darkest times of
the Indian wars in this century, what our people fought for was
the right to raise our children to believe in the ways handed
down to us from our ancestors, the ways that reminded us

of our relationship to the Earth and her children of all races,
species and creation. And it was that love, that desire for
such a future for our children that led our strongest warriors
to lay down their weapons, despite the darkness that loomed
ahead.
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And through that darkness the culture and traditions of living
in harmony with Earth have not only survived, they have
thrived. They have erased all boundaries of race, class and
culture to give to many a dream of living as if all other life
mattered. But those dreams will remain only dreams without
the brave people to lead us into an era of new awakening — a
new era back to old ways. But not old as to be in the past, but
old as in the ways that have provided survival and sustenance
to countless generations. When | accepted a plea bargain
with the U.S. Gov't in 2007 it was also for me a peace treaty.
A treaty that not only promised my cessation of fighting, but

a hope for living beyond war. | have spent the better part of
the last 25 years fighting against the institutions that were
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destroying the natural world, now it is time for us to create the
way of life that will outlast any battle. | believe it is the same
hope that was shared by all indigenous ancestors of ours who
also were forced to realize that war was not the answer. Let
there be no doubt. We honor those who have gone before

us. Those who have carried the torch of hope in darker times
than we have ever known, and | pray we will ever know again.
Their sacrifice should never be forgotten, but more importantly
what should not be forgotten is what they sacrificed for. What
cannot be denied is that all of us who have spent time in
prison for defending the Earth were not motivated by self-
gain or material profit and however reckless or dangerous

our actions, we stood at the end of the day to accept
responsibility for them and explain that our motivation was for
the love of the people and places we cared for the most. Our
love for the hopes and dreams of future generations cannot be
denied. We will pay the price we must, but in the hopes and
dreams of our children our vision for a better world survives.
The places we have loved, where our hearts broke open to
the spirits of those who walked before us are places that all
our hearts cry for. Without them we suffer a great starvation of
spirit. And because of that love we have come to the kind of
captivity and control that we fear for others. | think a lot about
my son, Anheles Zeibrig Hekakawi. His name Hekakawi,

was given to him at his traditional “baptismal” where he was
offered to the Four Directions and the Earth and Sun. It means
“Wind that comes off the Mountain.” Sometimes

page 9

| have watched that wind blow over him as he looks out
into the world that he will grow up into. | wonder what kind
of world that will be and whether it will be better or worse
than the one | was exposed to. When Anhel was four years
old, I had just come home one day from filming the sport
“hunting” of sandhill cranes in Southern Arizona that migrate
there each year in the thousands. Our effort was to expose
to the public the barbarity in shooting these beautiful birds
whose wing span can reach six feet. | needed to transfer
the tape from my camera to tapes to be distributed and
told Anhel not to watch because it was sad to see, but he
insisted. He wanted to see what | was doing. As | watched
this little innocent child sit down cross-legged and withess
what | had seen earlier that day, | wanted to cry because he
was already learning of the cruelty of man towards nature.

| don’t want him to have to grow up in such a world, yet to
shelter him from it is getting harder and harder each day. He
knows why | am in prison and doesn’t want me to continue
to do the things | have done to get here. I've looked into his
eyes, like thousands of indigenous fathers have looked into
their children’s eyes, wishing only to protect them from the



pain and suffering that we have known. For the children, we
have laid down our weapons with the hope for a brighter day.
One where our beliefs and way of living will not lead to a war
against us. The best we can do is live our lives as we believe
we should, causing the least amount of harm to others, be
they animal, man, river or forest. How others choose to live is
outside our control. The best lesson we can offer is our own
vision practiced in such a way that it will encourage others

to join us. We know what those who destroy the earth have
to offer. Now let us show others what living in harmony with
Earth can promise us all. In my letters from my wife she talks
about the dream of living in a house alive with the voices and
footsteps of our children as they rush outside to lay under

an orchard and gorge on fresh fruit, or dash into the woods
or some adventure only the innocence of youth can create.
Behind them lie our crops, rising towards the sun, the bounty
of nature that will hopefully see us through another winter. At
dusk we will gather around our dinner table and give thanks
for the life the Earth provides to us as we hold hands and
drink in the warmth of each others love and the food before
us. At night we will sit around our fire and tell them the stories
our elders have handed down
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to us and in the day we will live the lessons taught in those
very same stories. Should the day ever come when the

world we know has changed for the worse, be it human
industrial-induced climate change, raging desertification,
more disastrous hurricanes and floods or ecological collapse
or a chain reaction of species extinction unravels the web

of nature, our children will rightly so question the wisdom of
this passing generation and wonder what was possibly more
important than protecting the land we live on. | hope than

my son and daughter will be proud to have been part of the
solution and not the problem and forgive me for the 5% years
| spent in prison fighting for their future. And rather then be
bitter and angry at what others have done, I'll hope the life |
had led, like that of my ancestors will allow them to teach their

children the ways that will continue to keep alive the hope
that only living in harmony with nature and each other can
give us. This is what | can change and that’s all | want to do
anymore. Give them that hope that was first born in each one
of us maybe when we sat in that ancient forest for the very
first time, saw that hawk soar into the sunset or just played

in the woods behind our home. After 25 years, thats what |
believe we can best do for our children and future generations.
Its taken me a long time to get here, but like those warriors
who made those difficult decisions that allowed our ways to
survive, its what | believe we can do. Because one day these
steel doors are going to roll open for each one of us and will
re-enter a world a lot different from how it was before. And not
just our children but many others will be looking for a way out
of this mess that irresponsible people got us into. Our task
has always been to try and speak for the earth so that others
will listen. No one said it was going to be easy. Not a lot of
people think of Geronimo as a father and a husband. They
remember him as a warrior. Likewise people like me might
not be remembered for what we did after prison, but more for
the actions that led us here. But | now know why Geronimo
and others like him fought all those years. Why he would run
from the reservations, not only with his warriors but with their
families. Because it was the only way his people could live as
they believed. Knowing the comfort of the Earth, the security
that comes from living
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close to nature, with love, reliance and an interdependence on
each other as well as the land around you. The dream of living
wild and free. Our struggle is not defined in what we oppose,
but in what we create. What | have stood for my entire life has
not changed, it just became clearer. And these are principles

| will never surrender. It is in memory of my ancestors and for
the hopes and dreams of our children. Dreams that continue
when this prison sentence ends. We may have fought for the
way things were, but now we live to remind others how they
can be again.
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